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MINUTES OF THE USSVI NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE 

MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY, March 14, 2026 

 

The Base VCDR, George Wallace, called the meeting to order at 1033 on March 

14, 2026, at American Legion Post 364, Woodbridge, VA and welcomed all 

members and guests. Guest David Denomy introduced himself and Sean Castell 

reintroduced himself to the membership. The VCDR noted that the Base CDR was 

out sick and the meeting was not being made available on Zoom this month. 

 

MEMBERS AND GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE 

Bruce Byrd, Sean Castell, Howard Chatham, David Denomy, David Goggins, Ron 

Grabowki, Taylor Gray, Dick Hamly, John Overman, Paul Siegrist, Aaron Stroeh, 

Mike Varone, George Wallace, Penny Wallace, Ken Wenzel, Cliff Whitener, and 

Woody Woodworth. (17 total; 15 members) 

 

 Holland Club Member                    Associate Member                     Guest 

 

The COB, Mike Varone, led all hands in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The Chaplain, Mike Varone, delivered the Invocation. 

 

The VCDR read the list of boats lost in the month of March. These were: 

USS F-4 (SS-23) 25 March 1915 

USS H-1 (SS-28) 12 March 1920 

USS Perch (SS-176) 3 March 1942 

USS Grampus (SS-207) 5 March1943 

USS Triton (SS-201) 15 March 1943 

USS Tullibee (SS-284) 26 March 1944 

USS Kete (SS-369) 20 March 1945 

USS Trigger (SS-237) 26 March 1945 

 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE MEMBERS WHO DEPARTED ON 

ETERNAL PATROL IN MARCH: 

• Raymond R. Gillin, Qualified aboard USS Sea Poacher (SS-406), 1958. 

Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 31 March 2005. 

• David R. Gallagher, Qualified aboard USS Gato (SS-212), 1944. Departed on 

his Eternal Patrol on 30 March 2002. 

 

The COB tolled the bell twice in remembrance of the 47 USSVI NOVA Base 

members on Eternal Patrol. 

 



2 

• IN MEMORIAM: CDR Michael Lee Johnson, USN (Ret) – 4 February 2026. 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

The minutes of the February 2026 meeting were distributed by e-mail and USPS. 

The Secretary, Howard Chatham, noted an error in that the number of Base 

members on Eternal Patrol should have read “47”, not “43”. Post Meeting Note: 

The minutes on the Base website have been corrected. 

 

The Chaplain read the BINNACLE LIST: Brian Haller, Dick Hamly, Steve 

Jaeger, Terry McNamara, Tom Perrault, Mark Riethmeier, Tim Shannon, Diane 

Whitener, and Woody Woodworth. Dick Hamly asked to be removed from the list 

as his recovery from rotator cuff surgery is progressing well. 

 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER, the Chaplain read the list of birthdays for 

the month of March: David Gault, Steve Jaeger, John Lindstedt, Terry Nelson, Tom 

Perrault, Marie Phoenix, and William Truslow. 

 

BASE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Our next meeting will be on April 11th at American Legion Post 364 and on Zoom 

and will be followed by our annual Tolling of the Boats ceremony.  

 

The Secretary noted that Arthur “Art” Glover, USSVI Capitol Base CDR, has been 

selected to be the Grand Marshall for the City of Rockville Memorial Day 

Ceremony and Parade to be held on Monday, May 25th. The ceremony will begin at 

0930 and will be followed by the parade. Art will be giving a 3-5 minute speech 

about submarines and USSVI. 

 

The Secretary also noted that our K4K funds held by USSVCF have increased by 

$178.41 as of the end of February when they posted the interest accumulated over 

the last year.  

 

Penny Wallace said she had extra copies of the program that was presented at the 

celebration of life for Joe Phoenix held on 28 February and they were available for 

anyone that wanted one. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Chaplain delivered the Benediction. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1048.  

 

50/50 RAFFLE 
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The 50/50 raffle was won by Howard Chatham who donated half of his winnings 

back to the Base. 

 

THE BELOW INFORMATION WAS NOT PRESENTED AT THE 

MEETING IN ORDER TO ALLOW TIME FOR OUR GUEST SPEAKER’S 

BRIEFING BUT IS INCLUDED IN THE MINUTES FOR YOUR 

SITUATIONAL AWARENESS. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Executive Board – The Executive Committee met on 4 March via Zoom. The 

meeting agenda included committee reports, meeting-related items, old business, 

new business, and meeting/event planning.  

 

VCDR –  

• VADM Hilarides (former commander of the Naval Sea Systems Command) will 

be the guest speaker at the 9 May 2026 Holland Club Induction and Luncheon 

which will be held at the Amphora Diner Deluxe in Herndon, VA. Inductees this 

year will be Stan Meyers, John Overman, Pete Scala, George Wallace, and Ken 

Wenzel. 

• CAPT Brent Sadler has committed to being the speaker at our November Base 

meeting. 

 

Treasurer’s Report  

NOVA Base Treasurer's Report for 14 March 2026 
● Beginning Balance:  $13,848.25 

● Plus, Receipts: 
 

 
•NFCU Checking Account Dividends (February) $0.06 

 *NFCU Saving Account Dividends (February) $0.02 

 *NFCU 10-month CD Dividends (February) $17.29 

 *NFCU 12-month CD Dividends (February) $5.64 

 •50/50 raffle (Won by Stroeh) $75.00 

 •Donation by Stroeh to the Base $75.00 

 •Donation to USSVCF Scholarship Fund (Martin) $20.00 

 
 *Donation to USSVCF Scholarship Fund (Stroeh) $20.00 

 *SK sales (2 Challenge coins) $20.00 

 *Base dues-Associate (S. Wenzel) $15.00 

 *National dues-Associate (S. Wenzel) $40.00 

● Minus Expenditures: 
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 *Reimbursement to George Wallace HC posters $93.50 
 

*Reimbursement to Brian Haller HC caps $167.64 

 *Reimbursement to George Wallace HC poster $20.00 

 *To National: S. Wenzel-Associate dues $40.00 

 Ending Balance: $13,815.12 
 

Minus Local K4K Restricted Use Funds $1,379.40 

 Minus NFCU 12-month Share CD $2,000.00 

 Minus NFCU 10-month Share CD $5,000.00 

● Total Local Discretionary Funds  $5,435.72 

● USSVCF NOVA Base K4K Balance (as of 2/28/26) $2,494.00 

● Total K4K Funds (Local + USSVCF) $3,873.40 

 

Membership – 

o 95 Members  

• 53 Holland Club Members 

▪ 1 WW II Member 

• 33 Regular Members 

▪ 16 – Base Life Members 

▪ 17 – Base Annual Members 

• 9 Associate Members 

o Newest Member – Susan Wenzel 

 

PAO – Kudos to Taylor Gray for arranging for RADM Goggins to be our speaker 

at the March meeting. 

 

Chaplain – Mike Varone and Chuck Martin spoke at the Joe Phoenix ceremony of 

life last month. 

 

K4K – Howard Chatham reported that the article on our most recent K4K visit has 

been received by the editor of the American Submariner and we hope it will be 

published in the next edition of the magazine. 

 

Website – still having problems sending email to Chuck Martin’s aliases on our 

website from those of us who have verizon.net accounts. To ensure that email gets 

to Chuck please use his submissile@hotmail.com address. 

 

Scouting/Sea Cadet recognition – Chuck Martin is trying to get a GSA troop 

interested in our program. Howard Chatham has talked to leaders of Scouting 

America troops at his church about the program. 

mailto:submissile@hotmail.com
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Storekeeper – Chuck Martin still has 3 USSVI 2026 calendars available for sale. 

 

National/NE Regional/NE District 4 News –  

• ALCON should have received the email from the USSVI Chief Technology 

Officer reporting that they are doing final testing of the website update with the 

intention to launch it by the end of the month. 

• USSVI Capitol Base will be hosting their Tolling of the Boats ceremony at 

Arlington National Cemetery on 16 May 2026 at the USS F-4 gravestone site. 

• The 2026 National Convention will be in Corpus Christi TX September 6 - 11, 

2026. The convention website is https://subvetconvention.org. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

• The 2026 Sea Air Space Expo will be held April 19 – 22 at National Harbor. 

Their website is https://seaairspace.org/. USSVI may or may not be able to 

share and help at the Naval Submarine League table. 

• The DC Area 126th Submarine Birthday Ball will be held on Saturday, 25 April 

2026 from 1730-2300 at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City. Registration can be 

made at https://126thdcsubmarinebirthday.rsvpify.com. 

 

ISA/USA –  

• Information on the 61st ISA Congress that will be held in Edinburgh Scotland 

25 – 29 May 2026 can be found at https://www.isc61scotland.co.uk/. 

 

UPCOMING SUBMARINE REUNIONS –  

• USS Darter (SS 576) 30 April-3 May 2026, Little Rock, AR 

• USS Caiman (SS 323) 11-14 May 2026, Nashville, TN 

• USS Abraham Lincoln (SSBN 602) 14-17 May 2026, Springfield, IL 

• USS Swordfish (SSN 579) 14-17 May 2026, San Diego, CA  

• USS Patrick Henry (SSBN 599) 30 July-2 August 2026, Silverdale, WA 

• The Deep Submergence Group Assn. 17-20 September 2026, Groton, CT 

• USS Robert E. Lee (SSBN/SSN 601) 23-27 September 2026, Bremerton, WA 

• USS James K. Polk (SSBN/SSN 645) 24-27 September 2026, Groton, CT 

• USS Chivo (SS 341) 18-21 October 2026, Myrtle Beach, SC 

• USS Sennet (SS 408) 18-21 October 2026, Myrtle Beach, SC 

Call or Email the POC listed in the American Submariner to determine the 

status of the reunion.  

------------------------------------------------------- 

After a short break, the Base VCDR introduced our guest speaker, RADM David 

Goggins, chairman of the USS District of Columbia (SSBN 826) commissioning 

committee (his biography is included at the end of these minutes). 

https://subvetconvention.org/
https://seaairspace.org/
https://dcsubmarineassociation-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2AQXifrImRlVGn62YNBUkFBhPsaQXXaid_xFcNLlK0UUbN65enAFhc_IrlvqubKr-GHwgERGYfUkxFxOLdRSECf8aR5d1y941TfiaOSOa-Mp0grDEJ-yGLfZbpp-ZQI-BnMvEgL15D6vvOGsyKZAcTSi35Fp0NSv1g3P9Xwr0X5Fpycc2KA6UfiRI2QVASBR_jiToPCjZrw
https://www.isc61scotland.co.uk/
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He initially discussed his time as PM for the VA class, extolled the virtues of the 

class and was really impressed with how well it incorporated new systems/ 

weapons.  

Next, he spoke on the features of the Columbia class including: the electric drive 

(which makes the boat exceptionally quiet); it will have 16 missile tubes; there will 

be 12 boats in the class; and the forward portion of the boat will be essentially a VA 

class hull.  

He went on to discuss the changes the committee has implemented in addition to 

the normal commissioning ceremony/dinner events. They have started a college 

scholarship fund for members of the crews. Their fund-raising efforts have so far 

reached $1.5M with a goal of $10M. The committee has made presentations to 

local high schools, showing them a model with visible interior, and letting them 

know how to apply for the Navy or submarine technical programs. (Penny Wallace 

suggested that they should start with Junior High Schools where kids will have 

more time to consider pursuing their academic goals.) The committee is having a 

bit of a problem getting significant support from DC but they are embarking on a 

program to get sports teams ownership to join the list of major donators.  

He concluded his presentation by handing out his commissioning committee 

challenge coins. 

Following his presentation the VCDR presented him with an application to join 

USSVI and our Base. Unfortunately, with the CDR being laid up and the 

Storekeeper unable to attend, we didn’t have a Base challenge coin to present to 

him. We’ll have to do that when he joins and attends another meeting. 

 
Meeting Minutes Respectfully Submitted by 

Howard Chatham 

Secretary 

USSVI Northern Virginia Base 
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RADM David Goggins 

 
 

Rear Adm. Goggins is a native of Los Angeles, California. He 

attended the University of California, Berkeley, and graduated in 

1989 with a Bachelor of Science in Nuclear Engineering and 

Material Science Engineering. His graduate education includes a 

Master of Science in Operations Research from the Naval 

Postgraduate School, and two Masters of Science from the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Mechanical Engineering 

and in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering. 

Goggins career in the Navy began as a submariner aboard USS 

Tecumseh (SSBN 628) where he served as an electrical officer, 

reactor controls assistant, and assistant operations officer. He was 

then selected for lateral transfer to the Engineering Duty Officer 

Community and reported to the Supervisor of Shipbuilding, 

Conversion and Repair (SUPSHIP) in Groton, Connecticut. At this 

command he was the lead ship coordinator for PCU Connecticut 

(SSN 22) from initial hull erect to the initial stages of Post-

Shakedown Availability planning. 

Subsequent shore duty tours included serving as assistant repair 

officer at Naval Submarine Support Facility in New London, 

Connecticut; Seawolf Class project officer and program manager’s 

representative at SUPSHIP Groton; SSGN Conversion project 
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officer and program manager’s representative at SUPSHIP Groton; 

Virginia Class assistant program manager for New Construction 

within PEO Submarines; and a staff assignment within the Office of 

Chief of Naval Operations, Undersea Warfare Division (N97). 

Goggins also served as an individual augmentee participating in 

Operation Iraqi Freedom. While in Iraq, he supported the military’s 

counter-IED effort and was responsible for fielding over 3,000 

mission critical systems to counter the rapidly evolving IED threat. 

Goggins served as major program manager of the Virginia Class 

Program and the Columbia Class Program. Under his leadership and 

guidance, the Virginia Program delivered three submarines to the 

fleet, started the initial design work on the Virginia Payload Module 

and Acoustic Superiority, and won the DoD Value Engineering 

Award and the David A. Packard Award for Acquisition Excellence. 

As the Columbia program manager, the program completed 

Milestone B, awarded the Detail Design and Construction Readiness 

Contract, and started prototyping efforts. 

Goggins was assigned as the special assistant to the Assistant 

Secretary of the Navy for Research, Development and Acquisition 

(ASN (RD&A)) for the Australian-United Kingdom-United States 

(AUKUS) Partnership in June 2022. 

His previous assignments include Program Executive Officer, 

Attack Submarines from October 2021 to June 2022; and Program 

Executive Officer, Submarines from August 2018 to September 

2021. 

His awards include the Legion of Merit (three awards), Meritorious 

Service Medal (three awards), Navy Commendation Medal (three 

awards) and the Navy Achievement Medal (three awards). 


