
1 

MINUTES OF THE USSVI NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE 

MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY, 11 APRIL 2026 

 

The Base VCDR, George Wallace, called the meeting to order at 1035 on 11 April 

2026 at American Legion Post 364, Woodbridge, VA, and welcomed all members 

and guests. Mike Varone introduced guests Ray and Stephanie Huckeba. Guest 

John Glover (Bob Glover’s son) and new member Andy Wilde introduced 

themselves.  

 

MEMBERS AND GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE 

Steve Bishop, Bruce Byrd, Howard Chatham, John Glover, Bob Glover, Ray 

Huckeba, Stephanie Huckeba, Taylor Gray, Jim Kraut, Chuck Martin, John 

Overman, Pete Scala, Noland Smith, Jr., Aaron Stroeh, Mike Varone, George 

Wallace, Penny Wallace, Cliff Whitener, Andy Wilde, Woody Woodworth, and, via 

Zoom, Mike Niblack (21 total attendees, 18 members). 

 Holland Club Member                    Associate Member                     Guest 

 

The COB, Mike Varone, led all hands in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Mike Varone, the Base Chaplain, delivered the Invocation. 

 

The list of boats lost in the month of April, and a historical moment were not read 

due to the nature of today's Tolling of the Boats ceremony honoring all lost boats.  

 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE MEMBER WHO DEPARTED ON 

ETERNAL PATROL IN THE MONTH OF APRIL: 

• CDR Robert R. Miller, USN (Ret.), Holland Club and USSVI Life Member, 

Qualified on USS Baya (SS/AGSS-318) in 1957. Departed on his Eternal Patrol 

on 23 April 2023. 

• Michael L. Harmody, Holland Club Member, Qualified on USS Nautilus 

(SSN-571) in 1959. Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 23 April 2020. 

• Margaret Williams, wife of Ron Williams and an Associate Member. Departed 

on her Eternal Patrol on 25 April 2013. 

• Arthur C. Esposito, Qualified onboard the USS Dogfish (SS-350), 1964.  

Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 21 April 2005. 

 

THE BELL WAS TOLLED TWICE IN REMEMBRANCE OF THE 47 

USSVI NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE MEMBERS ON ETERNAL 

PATROL. 

 



2 

IN MEMORIAM:  

• CAPT William C. Hughes, Jr. USN (Ret) – November 2025 

• CDR Richard James “Dick” Asafaylo, USN (Ret) – 22 November 2025 

• CAPT David G. Carney, USN (Ret) – 3 March 2026 

• CAPT William Garrett, USN (Ret) – 14 March 2026 

• Forrest G. “Woody” Ramsey, Jr., USN – 27 March 2026 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

The minutes of the March meeting were distributed by e-mail/USPS. There was no 

discussion of them and they were accepted as promulgated.  

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Base Treasurer, Jim Kraut, reported: 

NOVA Base Treasurer's Report for 11 April 2026 

● Beginning Balance:  $13,815.12 

● Plus, Receipts:  

 
•NFCU Checking Account Dividends (March) $0.05 

 *NFCU Saving Account Dividends (March) $0.02 

 *NFCU 10-month CD Dividend (March) $19.21 

 •NFCU 12-month CD Dividends (March) $6.26 

 •50/50 raffle (Won by Chatham) $43.00 

 •Donation to USSVCF Scholarship Fund (Hamly) $100.00 

 *Donation to USSVCF Scholarship Fund (Stroeh) $20.00 

 *Donation to Base (Chatham) $22.00 

● Minus Expenditures:  

         *To National: Wright-5 years dues $185.00 

 Ending Balance: $13,840.66 

 Minus Local K4K Restricted Use Funds $1,379.40 

 Minus NFCU 12-month Share CD $2,000.00 

 Minus NFCU 10-month Share CD $5,000.00 

● Total Local Discretionary Funds  $ 5,461.26 

● USSVCF NOVA Base K4K Balance (as of 2/28/26) $2,494.00 

● Total K4K Funds (Local + USSVCF) $3,873.40 

The Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 

 

THE BINNACLE LIST currently includes: Debbie Bishop, Elouise Grabowski, 

Brian Haller, Steve Jaeger, Terry McNamara, Tom Perrault, Mark Riethmeier, Tim 
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Shannon, Diane Whitener, and Woody Woodworth. 

 

For the Good of the Order, the COB read the list of birthdays for April: Jim 

Beavers, Robert Frick, Rufino Guntang, Paul Nelson, Tim Oliver, and Patrick 

Peterson, and the U.S. Submarine Service. [Note: a submarine birthday greeting 

from RADM Steven Maas, SC, USN (Ret.), President, Board of Directors, Dolphin 

Scholarship Foundation is included at the end of these minutes.] 

 

Base Announcements: The next meeting will be at 1100 on May 9th for our 2026 

Holland Club Induction Ceremony/Luncheon at Amphora Diner Deluxe, 1151 

Elden St., Herndon, VA. Dress is Summer White, Equivalent Civilian Business 

Attire, or USSVI vest and tie. The speaker will be VADM William Hilarides. The 

invitation to the membership will be sent out shortly. Our inductees this year are 

Stan Meyers, John Overman, Peter Scala, George Wallace, and Ken Wenzel. 

 

The Benediction was delivered by the Chaplain. 

 

The VCDR adjourned the meeting at 1055.  

 

The 50/50 raffle was won by Bob Glover who donated his winnings back to the 

Base. Thank you, Bob. 

 

TOLLING OF THE BOATS:  

“The "Tolling the Boats" ceremony was originally established by the U.S. 

Submarine Veterans of World War II. It is a unique and time-honored memorial 

service and is in keeping with the finest traditions of the Navy. Custom has 

established that this ceremony be formal, and it honors the memory of those 

submariners who lost their lives in the line of duty, and especially those who 

perished during World War II. In the heart of the ceremony the names of each of 

the U.S. submarines lost, along with the fate of its crew, are read aloud as a bell is 

tolled for each in turn.” 

 

The solemn Tolling of the Boats ceremony was conducted by Howard Chatham 

using the Base presentation. “Candles” were extinguished at tables by the attendees 

after each boat’s name was read. The COB rang the ship’s bell after the description 

of each boat’s loss was read. The ship’s bell was then rung for the 47 NOVA Base 

members on Eternal Patrol. The ceremony concluded with a recording of Taps and 

the Navy hymn including the submarine related verse. 

 

After the ceremony, a sparkling wine/cider toast to the past, present, and future of 

the U.S Submarine Service was offered by the VCDR. 
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To allow time for the Tolling of the Boats ceremony the following information 

was not addressed at the meeting but is included in these minutes for your 

situational awareness. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

EXECUTIVE BOARD – The Executive Committee met on 1 April via Zoom. 

The meeting agenda included committee reports, meeting-related items, old 

business, new business, and meeting/event planning.  

 

VCDR –  

• Andy Wilde, the new NSL Executive Director, has agreed to be the speaker 

for our June meeting. 

• CAPT Brent Sadler has committed to being our November meeting speaker. 

 

National/NE Regional/NE District 4 News -  

• The new USSVI website is up and running. It is recommended that each 

member log on and verify your information. The site can be reached by 

using either www.ussvi.org or www.ussubvets.org.  

• USSVI Capitol Base will be hosting their Tolling of the Boats ceremony at 

Arlington National Cemetery on 16 May 2026 at the USS F-4 gravestone 

site. The keynote speaker is Frank Hood. 

• The 2026 National Convention will be in Corpus Christi TX September 6 - 

11, 2026. The convention website is https://subvetconvention.org. 

 

International Submarine Association (ISA)/USA –   

• Information on the 61st ISA Congress that will be held in Edinburgh 

Scotland 25 – 29 May 2026 can be found at 

https://www.isc61scotland.co.uk/. 

 

Upcoming Submarine Reunions – 

• USS Darter (SS 576) 30 April-3 May 2026, Little Rock, AR 

• USS Caiman (SS 323) 11-14 May 2026, Nashville, TN 

• USS Abraham Lincoln (SSBN 602) 14-17 May 2026, Springfield, IL 

• USS Swordfish (SSN 579) 14-17 May 2026, San Diego, CA  

• USS Patrick Henry (SSBN 599) 30 July-2 August 2026, Silverdale, WA 

• The Deep Submergence Group Assn. 17-20 September 2026, Groton, CT 

• USS Robert E. Lee (SSBN/SSN 601) 23-27 September 2026, Bremerton, WA 

• USS James K. Polk (SSBN/SSN 645) 24-27 September 2026, Groton, CT 

• USS Chivo (SS 341) 18-21 October 2026, Myrtle Beach, SC 

• USS Sennet (SS 408) 18-21 October 2026, Myrtle Beach, SC 

http://www.ussvi.org/
file:///C:/Users/Howard/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/S0UYTE96/www.ussubvets.org
https://subvetconvention.org/
https://www.isc61scotland.co.uk/
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• USS West Virginia (SSBN 736) 4-7 November 2026, Kingsland, GA. POC is 

Scott Martinson at 736scoot@gmail.com 

Call or Email the POC listed in the American Submariner to determine the 

status of the reunion. You can also contact Chuck Martin for information on 

the West Virginia reunion. 

 

STOREKEEPER:  

• The SK has USSVI NOVA Base challenge coins and patches, submarine 

stickers, and Holland Club pins and decals  available for purchase. 

• 2026 USSVI Calendars are also still available from the Base SK.  

• Contact Base SK, at submissile@hotmail.com if interested in any items. 

 

PAO: 

• Tim Oliver, Ginger Haskell, and Chuck Martin represented the Base at the 

USS Massachusetts (SSN-789) commissioning ceremony in Boston. 

• Tim Oliver, Ginger Haskell, Chuck Martin, Jim and Bonnie Kraut, Taylor 

Gray, and Howard Chatham attended the USS Thresher (SSN-593) memorial 

wreath laying ceremony at ANC on April 10th. 

• Submariners may qualify for Combat-Related Special Compensation 

(CRSC) if they meet certain eligibility requirements. Please contact our 

PAO, Taylor Gray, at arthur.gray1982@yahoo.com for more information. 

• USS Idaho (SSN 799) commissioning ceremony is scheduled for 25 April 

2026 at 1100. Virtual viewing link will be provided soon. VCDR George 

Wallace will be presenting his command pin to the CO as part of the “Pass 

Down Pin” effort by USSVI and USSV CF. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

• ADM Caudle, the 34th CNO, will be the guest speaker at the DC Area 

Submarine Association 126th Submarine Birthday Ball on 25 April at the 

Hyatt Regency, Crystal City. RSVPs can be done at 

https://126thdcsubmarinebirthday.rsvpify.com. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

• The EXCOM is still looking for a venue for the celebration of the Base’s 

30th anniversary luncheon and for a new venue for the December holiday 

luncheon. 
 

------------------------------------------------------- 

Meeting Minutes Respectfully Submitted by 

Howard Chatham, Secretary, USSVI Northern Virginia Base   

mailto:submissile@hotmail.com
https://www.google.com/search?q=Combat-Related+Special+Compensation+%28CRSC%29&sei=n-jYaYK2LtGX5OMP3YCGkAE&mstk=AUtExfD37CumDxfXRvxUKKmFnn1N-gkjBU45RAtfx7bVArVDLe72vXretCeqvFnq7RxZjiwFwr7hErB5R67c6b4W9pxrWttHJIT1VUM5oNWHhnPuRfCrRELB1Inddm29YddV6tw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjl6uycoOOTAxVlpIkEHcu5Jr0QgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=Combat-Related+Special+Compensation+%28CRSC%29&sei=n-jYaYK2LtGX5OMP3YCGkAE&mstk=AUtExfD37CumDxfXRvxUKKmFnn1N-gkjBU45RAtfx7bVArVDLe72vXretCeqvFnq7RxZjiwFwr7hErB5R67c6b4W9pxrWttHJIT1VUM5oNWHhnPuRfCrRELB1Inddm29YddV6tw&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjl6uycoOOTAxVlpIkEHcu5Jr0QgK4QegQIARAC
mailto:arthur.gray1982@yahoo.com
https://dcsubmarineassociation-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2zDJEOncpH5tEQ7hMRa5nMqz8bD47E9qb5tRcdQTmQ115z8ZjnQG6vLJaFHYuRqYZQI641EHQPLoUiXZtcLA8n9SIJY-xEMBxumWe8mVZlOc1R1T6dGe1jlUEhMsDiMHxBWKETUagils6whHUYo5umpzLouLFit7tagEvOSMu2HoeD9oTjE1EzXJ8PB30EeU8K0x1jzy5k9PEhVT0l3eTsP-ntjPGFSuZOJs_PPZBBMPNtjJRUliVsgrK89Ram9J-jksF2AIB8txqmVKu19ZZ9Wj8MZKIBe3yqwc4sUjEWCA_oNILezfidet8TBlfwGfanzBZd7TdfrJT1CeX8nIzKE_i62RAEC2riTqKnD66W_ra17Dd-BmOv2lmsYVmQGKeKU2c1vveQt4xw5jHrZ0rXI-1zV0PrTe1g6cbHFHNH-l8ukdUx9S4Z9ThsBsmgr1obL8EvWwpKXENtnV13R082-OHrwjSEjHWZw
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Happy 126th Birthday, U.S. Navy Submarine Force! 
 

 

  

 

In 1900, the year our nation celebrated its 124th birthday, the United States 

Navy commissioned its first submarine, USS Holland. Several other submarines 

were built in rapid succession during the first decade of the 20th century. These 

were gasoline powered, small ships and were only intended for brief periods of 

submerged operations. Shortly after the submarines started operating, the Navy 

realized it needed ships to provide them with mooring, fuel and provisions, 

therefore the submarine tender was born of necessity. The first few were 

converted from other ships, and in 1916 the first purpose built tender was 

constructed. Later, new tenders, like USS Fulton (AS 11) were built with 

extensive machine shops, a foundry, large cranes and weapons storage. Since 

then, thousands of men and women have served on tenders and at submarine 

shore facilities, providing a myriad of unique, specialized skills that have been 

essential to the operational readiness of the Submarine Force.  

U.S. war patrols of WWII brought the Japanese warfighting capability to its 

knees, but at the loss of 52 of our submarines. The Cold War strategic 

deterrence patrols of the “Forty One for Freedom” and Ohio class SSBNs kept 

the world at relative peace. SSNs and SSGNs provide tactical superiority, power 

projection, intelligence collection and special operations, cornerstones of our 

nation's defense. 

This year marks a personal anniversary for me - 50 years ago I earned my 

dolphins aboard USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN 640). I experienced no prouder 

moment in my entire Navy career To the men and women of the Submarine 

Force, I wish you all a very happy 126th birthday.  

 
RADM Steven W. Maas, SC, USN (Ret.) 

President, Board of Directors 
Dolphin Scholarship Foundation 
 

   

 


