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MINUTES OF THE USSVI NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE 

MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2025 
 

The Base CDR, Brian Haller, called the meeting to order at 1031 on October 11, 

2025, at American Legion Post 364, Woodbridge, VA, and welcomed all members 

and guests. New members Ben Rocha and Taylor Gray were recognized and the 

Base officers introduced themselves. 

 

MEMBERS AND GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE 

Steve Bishop, Bruce Byrd, Howard Chatham, Ron Grabowski, Taylor Gray, Pat 

Haller, Brian Haller, Chip Kohlweiler, Jim Kraut, Chuck Martin, Ben Rocha, 

Graceila Sierra, Aaron Stroeh, Mike Varone, George Wallace, Penny Wallace, Cliff 

Whitener, Woody Woodworth, and, on Zoom, Bruce Miller, Tim Oliver, and Mark 

Riethmeier (21 total; 19 members). 

 Holland Club Member                      Associate Member                    Guest 

 

The Chief of the Boat, Mike Varone, led all hands in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

The Base Chaplain, Mike Varone, delivered the Invocation. 

 

After a moment of silence, the VCDR, George Wallace, read the list of boats lost in 

the month of October. These were: 

USS O-5 (SS-66) 29 Oct 1923 

USS S-44 (SS-155) 7 Oct 1943 

USS Wahoo (SS-238) 11 Oct 1943 

USS Dorado (SS-248) 12 Oct 1943 

USS Seawolf (SS-197) 3 Oct 1944 

USS Escolar (SS-294) 17 Oct 1944 

USS Shark (SS-314) 24 Oct 1944 

USS Darter (SS-227) 24 Oct 1944 

USS Tang (SS-306) 25 Oct 1944 

 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE MEMBERS WHO DEPARTED ON 

ETERNAL PATROL IN OCTOBER: 

• Alfred Friedrich, Qualified on USS Sea Poacher (SS-406), 1947. Departed on 

his Eternal Patrol on 10 October 2005. 

• Ralph M. Ghormley, USSVI Holland Club and Life Member. Qualified on 

USS Sea Fox (SS-402), 1952. Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 7 October 

2012.  
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• Charles T. Mills, USSVI Holland Club and Life Member. Qualified on USS 

Redfish (SS-395), 1951. Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 30 October 2017.  

 

The Chief of the Boat tolled the bell twice in remembrance of the 45 USSVI 

NOVA Base members on Eternal Patrol. 

 

In Memoriam:  

• CAPT Charles “Charlie Mac” MacVean, USN (Ret) – 10 Sep 2025 

• CAPT Alred Scott McLaren, USN (Ret) – Sep 2024 

 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

The Treasurer, Howard Chatham, reported:  

NOVA Base Treasurer's Report for October 11, 2025 

● Beginning Cash on Hand:  $13,471.71 

● Plus Receipts:  

 
•NFCU Checking Account Dividends (September) $0.07 

 •NFCU CD Dividends (September) $18.84 

 •50/50 raffle (won by P. Wallace) $35.00 

 •Donation by P. Wallace to the Base $35.00 

 •Donation by Bertine $2.00 

 • SK sales  $606.00 

 •Base dues (P & G Wallace, Kaysak &Wenzel) $60.00 

 •National dues (P. Wallace & Wenzel) $80.00 

 •Donations to USSVCF Scholarship Fund (Martin & Stroeh) $40.00 

● Minus Expenditures:  

 •Payment to National for USSVCF Scholarship Fund $40.00 

 •Payment to B. Haller – reimbursement for member appreciation lunch $260.11 

 •Payment to C. Martin – reimbursement for SK purchases $484.00 

 •Payment to National for annual dues (P. Wallace, Wenzel & Lawton)) $120.00 

 •Payment to National for lifetime membership (Grabowski) $150.00 

● Ending Cash on Hand: $13,294.51 

 Minus Local K4K Restricted Use Funds $1,379.40 

 Minus NFCU 12-month Share Certificate (CD) $5,000.00 

● Total Local Discretionary Funds  $6,915.11 

● USSVCF NOVA Base K4K Balance (as of 8/30/25) $2,315.59 

● Total K4K Funds (Local + USSVCF) $3,694.99 

Other members’ (Debbie Bishop, Shane Gilbert, Pat Haller, and, of course, Taylor 

Gray and Ben Rocha) dues have been received since the report was prepared.  
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The Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 

 

MEETING MINUTES 

The minutes of the September 2025 meeting were previously distributed by e-mail 

and USPS. They were accepted as promulgated. The Secretary, Howard Chatham, 

thanked Steve Bishop for taking the meeting minutes in his stead last month. 

 

USSVI AND NE4 DISTRICT NEWS 

• The 2025 Submarine Veterans of WWII Memorial Week is being held 4-9 

November 2025 at Kings Bay, GA. This marks the 37th Anniversary of the 

Memorial. Numerous events are scheduled including interaction with active-

duty submariners, a book signing by Peter Sasgen (author of Red Shark and 

War Plan Red), boat reunions (USS Drum (SSN-677), USS Rasher (SS-269) 

and USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN-640)) and potential opportunity for a boat 

tour. Contact Chuck Martin at submissile@hotmail.com for a copy of the 

invitation, information and registration package.  

 

NAVAL SUBMARINE LEAGUE 

• The NSL Annual Symposium and Industry Update will be held on Wednesday 

and Thursday, 12 and 13 November 2025 at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City, 

Arlington, VA.  

 

UPCOMING SUBMARINE REUNIONS:  

• USS Bang (SS 385) – 13-16 October 2025, Jacksonville, FL 

• USS Stonewall Jackson (SSBN 634) – 15-19 October 2025, Charleston, SC 

• USS Lewis and Clark (SSBN 644) – 15-18 October 2025, St. Marys, GA 

• USS Bergall (SSN 667) – 15-19 October 2025, Warwick, RI 

• USS Clamagore (SS 343) – 20-24 October 2025, Myrtle Beach, SC 

• USS Grayback (SSG/APSS/LPSS 574) – 20-24 October 2025, Las Vegas, NV  

• USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN 640) – 5-9 November 2025, St. Marys, GA 

• USS Dace (SSN 607) – 5-9 November 2025, San Diego, CA 

• USS Halibut (SSGN/SSN 587) – 9-13 November 2025, Galveston, TX 

 

BINNACLE LIST: Please keep the following in your prayers: Steve Jaeger, Terry 

McNamara, Tom Perrault, Joe Phoenix, Tim Shannon, and Cliff and Diane 

Whitener. 

 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER, birthdays for the months of October are: 

Louise Decker, Richard Kelley, Mike Kwiecien, Lou Maruzo, Ed Mattran, John 

Newton, Mark Shafer, Peter Scala, George Wallace, and the United States Navy. 

mailto:submissile@hotmail.com
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BASE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chuck Martin announced that nominations are open for 2026 Base officers. 

Nominations close at the November base meeting. All the incumbents have agreed 

to run again except Howard Chatham will not run for Treasurer again. Jim Kraut 

has volunteered to run for that office. Submit any nominations to Chuck at 

submissile@hotmail.com. 

 

The next regular meeting will be held on 8 November at American Legion Post 

364 and will also be visible on Zoom.  

 

The Chaplain delivered the Benediction. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 1052. 

 

The 50/50 drawing was won by Pat Haller who donated her winnings to the Base. 

Thank you, Pat. 

 

THE BELOW INFORMATION WAS NOT DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING 

BUT IS INCLUDED IN THESE MINUTES FOR MEMBERS’ SITUATIONAL 

AWARENESS. 

 

Executive Board – The Executive Committee met on 1 October via Zoom. The 

meeting agenda included committee reports, meeting-related items, old business, 

new business, and meeting and event planning. 

 

Treasurer – at the EXCOM he: 

• Discussed updates to the proposed 2026 Base budget; and 

• Reported that emails have been sent to the 15 members who need to pay 

National and/or Base dues. 

 

Membership –Howard Chatham reported:–  

• Membership information (newest members Taylor Gray and Ben Rocha) 

o 94 Members  

• 50 Holland Club Members 

o 1 WW II Member 

• 36 Regular Members 

o 16 – Base Life Members 

o 20 – Base Annual Members 

•  8 Associate Members 

 

mailto:submissile@hotmail.com
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Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) -  

• The chair, Ron Grabowski, has called several nearby hospitals to try to get 

approval for K4K visits. Most recently he talked to the secretary for the INOVA 

Fairfax Child Life Specialist who seemed most enthused about it and will have 

Holly Senn get in touch with Ron.  

• Woody Woodworth donated three 2026 USSVI calendars to the K4K program. 

 

Website –  

• We are having an issue with getting emails forwarded to those with a Hotmail 

address (i.e., Chuck Martin). The web host POC is trying to resolve the issue.  

• Our website is down hard. The server and backup server crashed when water 

leaked onto them. A copy of the current files was delivered to the host on 10 

October and the host is reconstructing our site on another server. ETR is TBD 

 

Scouting and Sea Cadet Recognition Program –  

• An Eagle Scout Court of Honor was held on 7 October for three Eagle Scouts of 

Troup 1978. The ceremony was attended by base members Howard Chatham, 

Mike Varone, and Chuck Martin. Chuck Martin and Mike Varone spoke and 

presented USSVI certificates, patches, and photos of the USS Narwhal (the qual 

boat for the current Scoutmaster). 
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• An Eagle Scout Court of Honor for four Eagle Scouts of Troop 688 is scheduled 

for 8 November at 4PM at Christ Church, 7600 Ox Road (Route 123), Fairfax 

Station, VA 22039. 

 

Storekeeper –  

• SK has sold all the pre-ordered 2026 USSVI Calendars for sale and has donated 

several more from his personal order to the Base for further sales. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

• Thanks to Jim Kraut for arranging for the speaker from the Navy Federal Credit 

Union for the October meeting.  

• The VCDR will ask ADM Cecil Haney to be the speaker for the 2026 Holland 

Club induction/luncheon.  

• He will also try to get in touch with Norman Polmar to see if he will be a guest 

speaker for one of our meetings next year. 

• The EXCOM is considering replacing the member appreciation lunch next year 

with a celebration of the 30th anniversary of the charter of our Base. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Notwithstanding what had been reported at our April meeting and in the June 

Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) June newsletter, they 

published a retraction in their September newsletter saying the legacy paper-

based Uniformed Services ID cards for retirees, spouses, and dependents will 

NOT expire at the end of this year.  

• The Post has told us that we cannot use lighted candles for our Tolling of the 

Boats ceremony. We added the purchase of battery powered candles to the 

proposed 2026 budget, but Jim Kraut offered to buy them and donate them to 

the Base. The old glass candle holders will be donated to a local thrift store. 

 

The Guest speakers today were Mr. Chip Kohlweiler and Ms. Graciela Sierra 

from the NFCU. They work in the Fraud Management and Physical Security 

division. They presented a pitch entitled Protecting Yourself From Fraud (the 

PowerPoint will be posted to the Presentations link on our website as soon as the 

site is BIC). The scope of the briefing was to identify common scams, scammer 

techniques, red flags, preventative actions, and fraud resolution steps.  

They discussed: 

General imposter scams (be on the lookout for the sense of urgency the scammers 

try to implement); 

IRS imposter scams (don’t trust your caller ID, the IRS will only send letters); 

Banking imposter scams (NFCU will never initiate phone calls to you or ask for 
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information on your account); 

Reminders (be suspicious if you didn’t initiate the communication); 

Social media scams (the scammer tries to build an on-line relationship, lots of 

Facebook Marketplace scams); 

Family emergency scam (confirm with your relatives, scammers can replicate a 

family member’s voice, again the creation of a sense of urgency, consider setting 

up a vocal password with you family members); 

Other reminders (resist pressure tactics, stop the communication, and use trusted 

sources to verify information); 

Fake check scams (prizes asking for a monetary advance, refund of excess 

payment, etc.); 

What can you do (use RFID cards/wallets, pay online vice using a check, and 

NEVER EVER SAY YES to anyone on the phone – the caller then has your 

approval for whatever scam they are running); and 

Protecting your information (credit/debit card freezes, don’t give out any info on 

the phone, create and use strong passwords, set up account notifications, check 

your credit scores routinely, and shred documents with sensitive data). 
 

       
The Base CDR presented Ms. Sierra and Mr. Kohlweiler with Base challenge 

coins. 

 

Meeting Minutes Respectfully Submitted by 

Howard Chatham 

Secretary, USSVI Northern Virginia Base 


