MINUTES OF THE USSVI NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE
MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2025

The Base CDR, Brian Haller, called the meeting to order at 1032 on November§, 2025, at
American Legion Post 364 in Woodbridge, VA, and welcomed all the attendees.

MEMBERS AND GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE

Howard Chatham, Taylor Gray, Brian Haller, Pat Haller, Jeff Link, Chuck Martin, John
Overman, Aaron Stroeh, Mike Varone, Penny Wallace, George Wallace, Clifford Whitener,
Woody Woodworth, and, via Zoom, Mike Niblack. (14 total)

[l Holland Club Member [ Associate Member B Guest
The Base COB, Mike Varone, led all hands in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Base Chaplain, Mike Varone, delivered the Invocation.

After a moment of silence, the Base Vice Commander, George Wallace, read the list of boats lost
in November. These were:

USS Albacore (SS-218) 7 Nov 1944

USS Growler (SS-215) 8 Nov 1944

USS Corvina (SS-226) 16 Nov 1943

USS Scamp (SS-277) 16 Nov 1944

USS Sculpin (SS-191) 19 Nov 1943

He then read the list of NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE members who departed on Eternal
Patrol in November of previous years:

e Lloyd A. Safford, Qualified onboard the USS Irex (SS-482). Departed on his Eternal Patrol
on 8 November 2001.

e Raymond "Ray" Woodbury Stone, Holland Club and Lifetime SUBVET Member.
Qualified on USS Carp (SS-338), 1964. Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 19 November
2019.

e Francis (Frank) C. Pasquinelli, Holland Club and Lifetime SUBVET Member. Qualified
on USS Odax (SS-484), 1959. Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 28 November 2020.

The COB then tolled the ship’s bell twice in remembrance of the 45 USSVI NOVA Base
members on Eternal Patrol.

IN MEMORIAM:
e CAPT Vernon Lunt, USN (Ret) — 1 April 2020
e CAPT Frank Spangenberg III, USNR (Ret) — 24 September 2025

e EMI(SS) Antonio “Tony” Faella — 23 October 2025

TREASURER'S REPORT
The Base Treasurer, Howard Chatham, reported the following:



NOVA Base Treasurer's Report for November 8, 2025

e  Beginning Cash on Hand: $13,294.5

®  Plus Receipts:

*NFCU Checking Account Dividends (October) $0.06

*NFCU CD Dividends (October) $21.66

¢50/50 raffle (won by P. Haller) $31.00

eDonations to the Base by P. Haller, T. Gray, B. Roca, B. Byrd, & B. Miller $69.00

* SK sales $48.00

*Base dues (D Bishop, S Gilbert, P. Haller, P. Siegrist, D. Jaeger, B. $145.00
Clement, S. Treece, T. Gray, & B. Rocha))

*National dues (D. Bishop, S. Gilbert, P. Haller, B. Rocha, T. Gray, D. $294.00
Jaeger, & B. Clement)

eDonations to USSVCF Scholarship Fund (Martin & Wallace) $30.00

®  Minus Expenditures:

ePayment to National for USSVCF Scholarship Fund $30.00

ePayment to National for annual dues (D. Bishop, S. Gilbert, P. Haller, D. $294.00
Jaeger, B. Clement, T. Gray, & B. Rocha))

e Ending Cash on Hand: $13,609.2
Minus Local K4K Restricted Use Funds $1,379.40
Minus NFCU 10 & 12-month Share Certificates (CD) $7,000.00

e Total Local Discretionary Funds $5,229.83

° USSVCF NOVA Base K4K Balance (as of 9/30/25) $2,315.59

e Total K4K Funds (Local + USSVCF) $3,694.99

The Treasurer’s report was accepted as presented.

The minutes of the October 2025 meeting were previously distributed by e-mail and USPS.
There were no comments or corrections noted and they were accepted as promulgated.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Executive Board — The meeting was held on 29 October via Zoom. The meeting agenda
included committee reports, meeting-related items, old business, new business, and meeting/
event planning.

The Base CDR noted that Post 364 is holding their annual Toys for Tots drive and requested that
members bring a donation to the Decemnber meeting. He also reported that Tuesday will be
Veterans Day and encouraged the membership to participate or attend a local ceremony that day.

The Treasurer reported that we still have nine members who owe 2026 Base dues and six of
those also owe National dues. He additionally noted that the Base renewed our certificate of
deposit with the Navy Federal Credit Union (NFCU) and took out a new one in the amount of
$2000. To establish the latter we also had to open a savings account, putting $100 in it.



The Membership Chair, Howard Chatham, reported:
e Current Membership information
o 94 Members

* 50 Holland Club Members
e 1 WW Il Member

* 36 Regular Members
e 16— Base Life Members
e 20— Base Annual Members

* 8 Associate Members

o Newest Base Members: Ben Rocha and Taylor Gray

The Webmaster, Howard Chatham, reported that our website was BIC although we are still
having problems forwarding email to Chuck Martin’s aliases (Past CDR, Storekeeper, Election
Master, and Scouting/Sea Cadet Coordinator). We are working with the host to correct this. In
the meantime, us Chuck’s personal email address (submissile@hotmail.com) to contact him.

Our Kap(SS)4Kid(SS) coordinator, Ron Grabowski, previously reported that he had called
POCs at WRNMMC and Inova Fairfax asking to restart our K4K visits and is waiting for their
reponses.

The Scouting/Sea Cadet Recognition coordinator, Chuck Martin, reported that we will be
recognizing Eagle Scouts Ryan Chambers, Brian Farish, Gabriel Karousos, and Adam Pinsky on
8 November at 4 PM at the Christ Church located at 7600 Ox Road, Fairfax Station, VA. He has
also made contact with the local Sea Cadet Regional Director who noted that they would be
holding a Chief Petty Officer, the highest Sea Cadet rank, recognition ceremony this morning so
we were unable to attend. However, he said that there would be another ceremony in a few
weeks in Kent MD. It is hoped that we can participate in that event and possibly provide
retroactive recognition to the original cadet.

The Storekeeper, Chuck Martin, still has some USSVI 2026 calendars for sale at $10 a piece.

As Election Master, Chuck Martin, reported that:

o Nominations for the 2026 Base Officers are being accepted by him and will be closed at the
end of this meeting. The Base can only be successful when its members are willing to step up
and volunteer to be an Officer. This is your Opportunity to forge the future of USSVI
Northern Virgina Base. The floor was opened for nominations but none were received. The
positions available and current nominations are:

o Base Commander — Brian Haller (Incumbent)

o Vice Commander — George Wallace (Incumbent)
o Treasurer — Jim Kraut

o Secretary — Howard Chatham (Incumbent)

o Voting will begin on or before 15 November, when the voting ballots are distributed to Base
Members. The ballot can be submitted to the Election Master by email, USPS, or at the 6
December Base meeting. Ballots submitted by email or USPS must be received by the
Election Master by 2359 (EST) on Friday, 5 December 2025 to be counted. The results of the
election will be announced at our Base meeting on Saturday, 6 December 2025.


mailto:submissile@hotmail.com

USSVI and NE DISTRICT 4 NEWS -The Base CDR reported that:

e The 2026 USSVI National Convention will be held in Corpus Christi, TX from 6-11
September at the Omni Hotel. An early Registration Drawing for 3 FREE NIGHTS ($486
value) during your stay is being held for anyone who has a paid convention registration,
along with reservations booked at the hotel, NLT 1 Jan 2026.

NAVAL SUBMARINE LEAGUE (NSL)

e The NSL Annual Symposium and Industry Update for 2025 has been cancelled. The NSL
may rschedule for a later date. The one hour Annual Meeting for required reports and updates
to NSL members that normally opens the symposium will still be held, virtually, on 12
November at 1230 EST. More information will be promulgated by the NSL with
participation guidelines.

The Base Historian, Woody Woodworth, read an excerpt from the book “Submarine
Commander” by CAPT Paul Schratz, USN, (Ret) about the passage of USS Sterlet (SS392)
through the Panama Canal in the summer of 1944. The text of his presentation is included at the
end of these minutes. In addition, he explained some of the terminology used as follows:
BOATSWAIN, COCKSWAIN (OR COXSWAIN), SKIFFSWAIN As required by 17" century
law, British ships-of-war carried three smaller boats — the boat, the cock boat, and the skiff. The
boat — or gig — was usually used by the captain to go ashore and was the larger of the three. Cock
boat was a very small rowboat used as a ship’s tender. The skiff was a lightweight all-purpose
vessel. The suffix “swain” means keeper, thus the keepers of the boat, cock and skiff were called
boatswain, cockswain, and skiffswain respectively. Until 1949, a boatswain’s mate 3" class in
the Navy was called a cockswain.

UPCOMING SUBMARINE REUNIONS:

e USS Halibut (SSGN/SSN 587) — 9-13 November 2025, Galveston, TX

e USS Finback (SSN 670) 9-13 March 2026, Fort Lauderdale, FL

e USS Darter (SS 576) 30 April - 3 May 2026, Little Rock, AR

e The Deep Submergence Group Assn. 17-20 September 2026, Groton, CT

There was no OLD BUSINESS to report.

NEW BUSINESS

e Chuck Martin reported that the Post will be hosting their annual Senior Thanksgiving on 22
November from noon to 1500. All are welcome to attend and enjoy a Thanksgiving feast
featuring turkey, ham, and all the trimmings. They are looking for volunteers t to help with
decorating, rolling silverware, prepping desserts, etc. Please contact them at 703-494-4304 or
on their website at www.vapost364.org.

e Most importantly, Taylor Gray volunteered to relieve Mike Varone as Base PAO. This
change in appointed positions was accepted and is effective immediately. Thank you Taylor.

e Post Meeting Note: ALCON are reminded that the TRICARE Open Season (when you can
enroll in, change, or disenroll from a TRICARE health plan) runs from 10 November to 9
December 2025. Changes you make during the open season go into effect 1 January 2026.
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BINNACLE LIST: please keep the following in your prayers: Steve Jaeger, Francis “Terry”
McNamara, Pat Haller, Tom Perrault, Joe Phoenix, Tim Shannon, and Diane Whitener.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER - Birthdays for the month are: Rodey Batiza,
Anthony “Tony” Cunningham, Stephen Fischer, Francis “Terry” McNamara, Eva Waylett, and
the United States Marine Corps.

BASE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be on Saturday, 6 December at American Legion Post
364 in Woodbridge at 10:30. After the meeting, we will have our Annual Holiday Luncheon at
Madigan’s Waterfront Restaurant in Occoquan. Note that this meeting will be on the first
Saturday of the month, instead of the second, to allow folks that want to participate in Wreaths
Across America at Arlington Cemetery on the 13" to do so.

The Chaplain delivered the Benediction.

The meeting was adjourned at 1111.

The 50/50 raffle was won by Taylor Gray.

Meeting Minutes Respectfully Submitted by
Howard Chatham
Secretary, USSVI Northern Virginia Base

At the close of the meeting, the Base VCDR gave us some remarks
about the books he has written noting that “Cold is the Deep” was
written as his first CO told him he couldn’t write an interesting
book about a boomer. George noted that he included a number of
sea stories as part of the plot (some of which may actually be true).
Several folks expounded on their sea stories before George
discussed his latest effort, “Argentia Station” which is the first in a
series about World War II subs.

A year old picture of George but he hasn’t noticeably changed much in that time.



8 November 2025 Submarine History Presentation

This history presentation is taken from the book written by Captain Paul R.
Schratz, USN (Ret.) Titled “Submarine Commander”. The previous history
presentation was also from this book concerning U.S.S. STERLET (SS392)
first war patrol July 1944 - August 1944. Paul Schratz was then the
STERLET’s XO.

The previous history presentation involved a man-overboard episode when
LT W.R. JAMESON, USNR was washed overboard by heavy seas during a
FBT to MBT conversion and a rescue by JARVIS, W.L Coxswain, USNR.
CAPT Schratz included the following comment in his description. “Coxswain
Bill Jarvis, the hero in freeing the cable from the screws in the Panama
Canal, again volunteered to go to the rescue.”

So | had to find out what JARVIS did. The following is the description of the
Panama episode as described in “Submarine Commander”.

“The transit of the Panama Canal soon gave us something else to think
about. By law, use of a pilot is mandatory. The pilot is fully responsible for
the safe passage of the ship under his care. The members of the Pilot
Association are highly qualified, but ours had a tough time understanding
the unique problems of a submarine. Virtually all ships have heavy metal
screw guards to protect the propellers from damage alongside of piers.
Submarines have no such protection. Our screw guards were removed
during wartime. The propellers, razor sharp and delicate, extended out from
the sides of the ship and became vulnerable when maneuvering around
docks. The captain warned the pilot as soon as he came aboard of our
special design, but the pilot pooh-poohed the very thought that he would
have trouble. As the towing engine pulled us clear of the first lock, however,
it threw the stern toward the vertical wall of the lock, causing great
consternation at the near miss. Remonstrating, the CO drew a sketch of the
underwater body to explain the problem in detail. The pilot still seemed
unimpressed. Two locks later, the stern was again thrown against the jetty,
but this time the noise of the screw scraping the masonry wall could be
heard throughout the ship. We radioed ahead to the authorities at Balboa,



the Pacific terminus of the canal, and were cleared to dock immediately on
arrival.

Our problems were not yet over. After we passed through the Gatun lock,
only the antisubmarine net lay between us and the Balboa naval station. But
when the harbor authority ordered the heavy metal net to lower, insufficient
clearance was allowed for us to pass over it safely, and the heavy cable
fouled the port screw, the same blade damaged earlier in the day. We were
impaled in the middle of the channel, unable to maneuver, blocking the
canal just as two high-priority convoys, one eastbound and one westbound,
headed toward us. To determine the extent of the damage, one of the
deckhands, Coxswain Bill Jarvis, a strong swimmer, volunteered to go over
the side for a look. In truly heroic performance requiring superhuman
strength and endurance underwater, he was able to untangle the cable from
the propeller blade and set the ship free before a tug could get underway
from the base.

The ship went immediately onto the marine railway, the damaged screw
was replaced, and we were fully ready for sea in record time...”

| learned three things while reading this book. First, Coxswain was a real
rate in 1944 that wore the rank badge of the current third class boatswain
mate. Second, WW Il subs ran around with no screw guards. I’'m guessing
here that there was a possibility that screw guards could catch a depth
charge (other folks at the meeting noted that it was probably to avoid
catching a mine). Third, “remonstrating” is a real word with synonyms:
arguing, protesting, bickering, etc.



