MINUTES OF THE USSVI NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE
MEETING HELD ON SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2025

The Base Commander (CDR), Brian Haller, called the meeting to order at 1107 on
May 3, 2025, at Amphora Diner Deluxe Restaurant, Herndon, VA, and welcomed
ADM Jon Greenert (30" CNO), Holland Club inductees, Chuck Martin, (USSVI
Northeast District Four Commander), Holland Club members, regular and
associate members, and guests.

MEMBERS AND GUESTS IN ATTENDANCE

Jim Bertine, Debbie Bishop, Stephen Bishop, Bruce Byrd, Erlinda Byrd, Howard
Chatham, Abigail Doble, Alex Doble, Christopher Doble, Nathan Doble, Dave
Drury, Ron Grabowski, ADM Jon Greenert, Brian Haller, Pat Haller, Ginger
Haskell, Jim Huck, Bonnie Kraut, Jim Kraut, Chuck Martin, Kate Olid, Tim
Oliver, Mike Varone, George Wallace, Penny Wallace, Cliftf Whitener, Woody
Woodworth, and, via Zoom, Cathy Chatham (28 total).

[l Holland Club Member [l Associate Member B Guest

The Base COB, Mike Varone, led all hands in the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Base Chaplain, Mike Varone, delivered the Invocation.

The VCDR read the list of boats lost in the month of May. These were:
USS Squalus (SS-192) 23 May 1939
USS Lagarto (SS-371) 3 May 1945
USS Stickleback (SS-415) 30 May 1958
USS Scorpion (SSN-589) 22 May 1968

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BASE MEMBERS WHO DEPARTED ON

ETERNAL PATROL IN MAY:

e Benny L. Parker, Holland Club and USSVI Life Member, Qualified on USS
Sea Owl (SS-405) in 1949. Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 4 May 2014.

e Ralph E. Chatham, Qualified on USS Barbel (SS-580) in 1972. Departed on
his Eternal Patrol on 18 May 2013.

e Arthur G. Smith, Holland Club and Submarine Veterans of WWII Member,
Qualified on USS Skate (SS-305) in 1944. Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 30
May 2010. Art was awarded the Silver Star for gallantry under enemy fire while
saving two downed pilots in WWIL.

¢ Richard A. McSpadden, USSVI Life Member, Qualified on USS Trigger (SS-
564) in 1957. Departed on his Eternal Patrol on 28 May 2009.



e William Knull, Jr., Holland Club and Submarine Veterans of WWII Member,
Qualified on USS Apogon (SS-308) in 1944. Departed on his Eternal Patrol on
28 May 2008.

The COB tolled the ship’s bell twice in remembrance of the 43 members of the
USSVI NOVA Base on Eternal Patrol.

IN MEMORIAM:
CAPT Harry L. Mathis, USN (Ret) — 31 March 2025
CAPT Robert Bailey Wilkinson, USN (Ret) — 26 October 2024

MEETING MINUTES
The minutes of the April meeting were previously distributed by e-mail/USPS.

TREASURER'S REPORT
The Base Treasurer, Howard Chatham, reported:

NOVA Base Treasurer's Report for May 3, 2025

e Beginning Cash on Hand: $13,437.32
e Plus Receipts:
*NFCU Checking Account Dividends (April) $0.07
*NFCU CD Dividends (April) $18.51
*Donation to Base from 50/50 raffle $30.00
*Donation to Base — Woody Woodworth $30.00
*Holland Club Luncheon (Wallace & Chatham) $135.00
*Donation to USSVCF Scholarship Fund (Martin & Stroeh) $30.00
e Minus Expenditures:
*Payment to National for USSVCF Scholarship Fund $30.00
*Reimbursement to VCDR for HC large certificates $53.00
e Ending Cash on Hand: $13,597.90
Minus Local K4K Restricted Use Funds $1,379.40
Minus NFCU 12-month Share Certificate (CD) $5,000.00
e Total Local Discretionary Funds $7,218.50
e USSVCF NOVA Base K4K Balance $2,315.59
e Total K4K Funds (Local + USSVCF) $3,694.99

The report was accepted as presented. The Treasurer also noted that there was a
typo in last month’s report in that the dividends for the CD should have been listed
as for March, not February.

BINNACLE LIST: Please keep the following in your prayers: Cathy Chatham,



Steve Jaeger, Terry McNamara, Bruce Miller, Tom Perrault, Joe Phoenix, Tim
Shannon and Woody Woodworth.

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER: The COB read the list of birthdays for
May: Bill Clement, John Kaysak, Cindy Lindstedt, Mark Riethmeier, Noland
Smith, Anita Varone, Penny Wallace, and the United States Submarine Veterans,
Inc.

The following items of normal committee reports and old/new business are
included here for completeness, but were not discussed at the meeting:

COMMITTEE REPORTS

EXECUTIVE BOARD - The Executive Committee met on 23 April via Zoom.
The meeting agenda included committee reports, meeting-related items, old
business, new business, and meeting/event planning.

BASE MEMBERSHIP:
e 93 Members
o 51 Holland Club Members
= ] WW II Member
o 33 Regular Members
= 16 — Base Life Members
= 17 — Base Annual Members
o 9 Associate Members
e Our newest member remains Steve Fischer.

USSVI National/NE Regional/NE District 4 News -

e The USSVI National website can now be reached by using either
WWww.ussvi.org or www.ussubvets.org. Once the new website is operational
it will be assigned to the www.ussvi.org URL. The Target Goal for the new
website to be operational is 30 June for the National Office and by the end of
2025 for members.

e USSVI National is now using MailChimp to send out emails until the new
website 1s operational.

e The 2025 National Convention will be in Orlando, FL, September 1 — 6,
2025.

o The convention website is https://subvetconvention.org.
o The convention hotel is the Rosen Shingle Creek, and the room rate is
$120 per night.
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e The 2025 Northeast Region District Commanders election for the 2025-2027
term is now open and will close on June 30", Be watching for an email from
the Base Commander providing the official ballot and instructions.

e USSVI Capitol Base will be hosting their Tolling of the Boats ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery on 17 May 2025 (USS F-4 gravesite).

e USSVI Chesapeake Base will be hosting Tolling of the Boats ceremonies on
May 17th, onboard the USS TORSK (SS-423) at 3 E Pratt St, Baltimore,
MD 21202 and on May 25" at the Submarine Centennial statue located on
the U.S. Naval Academy campus.

Naval Submarine League (NSL) -

e The Submarine Technology Symposium: “Lethality Today and Innovation
for Tomorrow” will be held 13-15 May 2025 in Laurel, MD (classified
meeting).

e NSL Capitol Chapter

o The next Capitol Chapter Luncheon Meeting is scheduled for 17 June
2025 at the Army Navy Country Club, Arlington VA. The guest speaker
will be CAPT Heath Johnmeyer, USN, Commanding Officer of PCU
District of Columbia (SSBN-826) who will discuss progress, construction,
training and other aspects of his command preparing for this first-of-class
20,800 ton submarine to take the watch.

Upcoming Submarine Reunions —

USS Spadefish (SSN668), 9-11 May 2025, Smithfield, VA

USS Tigrone (SS 419), 15-18 May 2025, Pittsburgh, PA

USS Scamp (SSN 588), 1-7 June 2025, Punta Gorda, FL

USS Houston (SSN 713), 10-13 July, Groton, CT

USS Boston (SSN 703, CA 69, CAG 1), 10-13 July, Annapolis, MD
https://www.ussboston.org/Reunions/2020s/2025 Annapolis/Reunion_2025 H
ome.html

USS Sea Leopard (SS 483), 11-15 August 2025, Groton, CT

USS Ronquil (SS 396), 29 August — 1 September, Orlando, FL

USS Parche (SSN 683), 18-22 September 2025, Las Vegas, NV

USS Sargo (SSN 583), 24-28 September 2025, Tacoma, WA

USS Sea Cat (SS 399), 29 September — 3 October, 2025, Biloxi, MS

USS John Adams (SSBN 620), 2-5 October 2025, Portsmouth, NH

USS Seawolf (SSN 575), 6-9 October 2025, Henderson, NV

USS Bang (SS 385), 13-16 October 2025, Jacksonville, FL

USS Lewis and Clark (SSBN 644), 15-18 October 2025, St. Marys, GA
USS Stonewall Jackson (SSBN 634), 15-19 October 2025, Charleston, SC
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USS Bergall (SSN 667), 15-19 October 2025, Warwick, RI

USS Grayback (SSG/LPSS/SS 574), 20-24 October 2025, Las Vegas, NV
USS Benjamin Franklin (SSBN 640), 5-9 November 2025, St. Marys, GA
USS Dace (SSN 607), 5-9 November 2025, San Diego, CA

USS Halibut (SSN/SSGN 587), 9-13 November 2025, Galveston, TX

Call or Email the POC listed in the American Submariner to determine the
status of the reunion. You can also contact the VCDR for information on the
Spadefish, Houston and John Adams reunions.

STOREKEEPER:

e Storekeeper has USSVI NOVA challenge coins, submarine stickers,
Holland Club pins and decals, and USSVI NOVA Base patches available for
purchase.

e The SK still has one 2025 USSVI Calendar available. The price is now $7
plus postage if mailed.

e Contact the Base SK, storekeeper(@ussvinova.org, if interested in any items.

OLD BUSINESS
e The speaker for the June meeting will be Sherry O’Rourke of the Operation
Renewed Hope Foundation who will be discussing their project for ending
veteran homelessness.

NEW BUSINESS
e The Base has submitted an application to participate in the Dale City 4™ of
July parade again this year.
e We also intend on having our annual informal dining out at Kilroy’s
Restaurant and Sports Bar on 12 July.

The Base CDR turned the podium over to the Master of Ceremonies for the
Holland Club Induction, the Base COB, who then introduced our guest speaker
ADM Jon Greenert, USN (Ret.). The Admiral attended the Naval Academy,
majored in ocean engineering, and graduated and was commissioned an Ensign in
June 1975. Upon completion of nuclear power training he entered the nuclear
submarine force. His submarine service included: a JO on USS Flying Fish (SSN
673), JO and qualification on USS Tautog (SSN 639), Engineer on NR-1, XO on
USS Michigan (SSBN 727G), and Commanding Officer of USS Honolulu (SSN
718).

His navy career provided the opportunity to serve as: Commander, U.S. Forces
Micronesia; Deputy Commander, U.S. Pacific fleet; Commander, U.S. Seventh
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Fleet; Commander, Fleet Forces Command/Atlantic Fleet; Navy Chief Financial
Officer (N8); Vice Chief of Naval Operations; and the 30" Chief of Naval
Operations from 2011 to 2015. He retired 1 October 2015.

Admiral Greenert and his family have enjoyed living in different locations
including Japan, Guam, Hawaii, Seattle, San Diego, Connecticut, and Washington,
D.C. He currently serves as a consultant and director on corporate boards. He and
his wife Darleen have been married for over 44 years and are blessed with three
adult children (all married); Jonathan, Bian, and Sarah; four grandchildren; and a
golden retriever, Maggie.

The attendees then welcomed Admiral Greenert, who delivered his remarks which
included addressing the exploits of today’s Holland Club inductees, expounding on
the U.S. submarine service in World War 11, the importance of today’s Submarine
Force (notably the prime leg of our nuclear triad), and the Congressional support
for the Columbia Class SSBN. He concluded his remarks noting he thinks of the
Submarine Force as Silent, Successful, and with Sustained Performance.

After his speech, the COB thanked him and presented him with a NOVA Base
challenge coin and the VCDR presented him with a copy of his latest book.

Chief of the Boat Mike Varone Guest Speaker ADM Jon Greenert
The COB then noted that the reason for this special meeting was to show our
appreciation, to recognize, and to thank two of our shipmates by inducting them
into the prestigious USSVI Holland Club: Stephen Bishop and Cliftf Whitener.



Before the Induction, all Holland Club members in attendance were asked to stand
so they too could be recognized. These were Jim Bertine, Bruce Byrd, Howard
Chatham, Ron Grabowski, Brian Haller, Jim Kraut, Tim Oliver, Mike Varone, and
Woody Woodworth who all stood and received a round of applause.

The COB then called the inductees to the head table.

Cliff Whitener Steve Bishop
The COB then read their biographies. The Base Secretary, Howard Chatham, read
and presented the USSVI Holland Club certificates and cards, the Admiral
presented the Holland Club ball caps, the VCDR presented the Holland Club
patches and coins; and the Base CDR presented the le qual boat posters.
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Both of the newly inducted Holland Club Members were glven the opportunity to
speak and they took the opportunity to discuss their service in the fleet and
afterwards

Steve Bishop Cliff Whitener

Commander Stephen C Bishop, USN (Ret.)
Commander Stephen Clark Bishop was born in Hartford, CT and raised in
Simsbury, CT. He graduated Magna Cum Laude from Tufts University in 1972



with a BS in Electrical Engineering and a BA and an MA in Economics.

He graduated as the Honor man from Officer Candidate School in November
1972 and received his commission as an Ensign, US Navy.

Upon completion of Nuclear Power School in Vallejo, CA, Nuclear Power
Training Unit prototype training in Idaho Falls, ID, and Submarine Office Basic
School in Pearl Harbor, HI, he reported to his first assignment as a division officer
aboard USS Patrick Henry (SSBN 599) (BLUE). After five Polaris deterrent
patrols and a refueling overhaul at Mare Island, he qualified as engineer and
reported as an instructor for the Submarine Officer Basic Course (SOBC) at
Submarine School in Groton, CT.

While a SOBC instructor and faculty advisor, he reorganized the course
curriculum to include Leadership and Management Education training for junior
officers, shortened the course from 12 to 10 weeks, and published the first
submarine systems textbook for these classes.

During his next tour as a student at the Submarine Officer Advanced Course
(SOAC), he won the top student and top leadership awards. CDR Bishop also
researched and published his thesis on submarine torpedo evasion. This paper
became an urgent change to the NWP 70 series and remains today as the submarine
force tactical doctrine for torpedo evasion.

CDR Bishop’s Department Head tour started as the Navigator and
Operations Officer onboard the USS Barb (SSN 596) in San Diego, CA. As
NAVOPS he completed a Western Pacific deployment, conducted the Operational
Evaluation of the Wide Aperture Array (WAA), and completed a MK 117/BQQ-5/
SUBSAFE Overhaul at Mare Island. Because of the crew failure on an
Operational Reactor Safeguards Exam (ORSE), CDR Bishop was appointed the
acting Executive Officer for four months. That was an exciting tour for him.

CDR Bishop’s final tour on active duty was in the Pentagon where he
developed requirements for and obtained funding for fast attack submarine combat
systems. This tour in OP-02 (now N97) was a tremendous learning experience.
The daily briefings and budget drills supported and increased the submarine force’s
funding levels from Congress. He left OP-02 in June 1985 and immediately
affiliated with OP-02’s reserve unit.

After a tour as the reserve unit’s Administrative officer, CDR Bishop became the
Special Projects Officer where he developed the Concept of Operations for the
Perimeter Security Defense Force. During an SSBN Continuity of Operations
Exercise, he organized and conducted a reserve training exercise where submarine
force reservists and a Mobile Inshore Undersea Warfare (MIUW) unit defended
Kings Bay, GA from an incursion by a Seal Team simulating a Spetsnaz unit. The
exercise led directly to the standing up of two harbor defense reserve units at
Bangor, WA.

After leaving active duty, CDR Bishop worked for Rockwell International
and then its successor, The Boeing Company. He was a systems engineer for the



Royal Australian Navy’s Collins class submarine combat systems and then
participated in the design of the Israeli Navy’s Dolphin class submarine combat
system and the Israeli SAAR-5 Corvette combat systems. After two years in
engineering, CDR Bishop transferred to marketing for Rockwell. After Boeing
bought Rockwell, he thrived in Boeing Defense Strategic Management and
Competitive Intelligence positions for numerous billion-dollar competitions.
After retiring from Boeing, he joined the USSVI NOVA Base in 2007. He served
as the NOVA Base’s secretary for five years and started the Base’s Kap(SS) for
Kid(SS) program. This K4K team visits children with cancer and other serious
diseases at the INOVA Fairfax Hospital, Walter Reed National Military Medical
Center, and the University of Virginia Medical Center.

CDR Bishop is married to the former Deborah Southworth of Chevy Chase, MD
and they recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. They have one
daughter, Abigail.

Clifford Conway (Cliff) Whitener

Cliff Whitener was born in The Bronx, New York in 1950. He grew up six
miles southwest of Uniontown, Pennsylvania in the little village of Oliphant
Furnace. After graduation from Fairchance Georges High School in 1968, he
entered college at West Virginia University in Morgantown, WV, but did not
matriculate for a full curriculum.

The United States Army drafted him in June 1970, but he opted to enlist in
the Navy and entered Boot Camp in San Diego in September 1970 where he
volunteered for submarine duty. In December 1970, he entered the Naval Guided
Missile School in Dam Neck, VA graduating in January 1972. He completed
Submarine School in Groton, CT in March 1972 and reported to USS JAMES
MADISON (SSBN 627) (GOLD) homeported in Charleston, South Carolina in
April 1972. He qualified in submarines in July 1972 aboard JAMES MADISON
for which he received a COMSUBRON FOURTEEN commendation. He
completed seven more deterrent patrols after which he transferred to the FBM
Training Center Charleston, SC, to receive his Navy discharge.

After leaving the Navy in June 1976, Clifford worked for Control Data
Corporation from October 1976 to July 1985 as a part-time engineering technician
assisting Strategic Systems Programs (SSP) in evaluating the TRIDENT 1 training
equipment specifications and test and verification procedures. During this time, he
entered the University of Maryland, College Park to continue his college
education.

He graduated from the University of Maryland with a BS in Chemistry in
May 1983.

CIiff next worked for Tracor Applied Sciences (now BAE Systems) as a
Marine Systems Engineer from July 1985 to May 1988, assisting NAVSEA in the
technical and administrative functions to ensure that TRIDENT Ship Support
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Systems equipment met weapon system design specifications.

Cliff joined SSP in May 1988, and where he was the Shipyard Installation
and Test Engineer for the US and UK new construction programs. Cliff
coordinated the Strategic Weapon System (SWS) mechanical and marine
engineering requirements for nine submarines under construction. He also oversaw
the SWS Welding Program for the command to ensure the implementation of
specific safety measures to safeguard ordnance and sensitive electronic
components.

Clifford was the recipient of the Meritorious Civilian Service Award in 2007
for his expertise and safety leadership efforts that contributed to the safety
certification of the SSGN Attack Weapon System through the Weapon System
Explosive Safety Review Board.

He officially retired in 2015, after 43 years of service to the Fleet Ballistic
Missile Program.

The CDR concluded the ceremony and noted that our next meeting will be on June
14" back at American Legion Post 364. He then thanked the Admiral for being our
keynote speaker and gave special thanks for Howard Chatham , Debbie Bishop,
Abby Doble, and Penny and George Wallace for coordinating this Holland Club
event.

The Chaplain delivered the benediction and the meeting was adjourned at 1231.
We then partook of a plated, served luncheon of salad, Steak Diane, Chicken

Breast Piccata, Poached Salmon, and Vegetarian Kababs, as well as a delicious
cake for dessert.

Meeting Minutes Respectfully Submitted
Howard Chatham
Secretary, USSVI Northern Virginia Base
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